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Former Peachtree Ridge basketball standout Zach Graham recently returned home after leading his Mexican league team to the 
championship game and being named the league’s MVP. (Staff Photo: David Welker)

Zach attack
Graham hopes MVP, title lead to NBA opportunity

Peachtree Ridge product Zach Graham 
began his pursuit of professional basket-
ball immediately after his University of 
Mississippi graduation in 2011.

As a senior in college, and long before, 
Graham’s ultimate goal was to play in the 
NBA. His agent set up workouts with the 
Atlanta Hawks, Golden State Warriors 
and Utah Jazz, and the hometown Hawks 
invited him to training camp based off of 
his performance at mini-camp. After sign-

ing Graham, the Hawks sent him to play 
for the Reno Bighorns, their affiliate team 
in the NBA Development League.

“There’s a lot of talented players in 
the D-League, and everybody is working 
hard to show what they can do for NBA 
teams on the next level. I learned a lot,” 
said Graham. “I was a rookie on a team 
that was full of veterans. There were only 
three players that made it through the 
entire season without being cut. I made it 
throughout the whole season.”

Graham’s successful season as a rookie 
in the NBA D-League hasn’t opened a 

door in in the NBA yet, but it’s paved the 
way for an accomplished career already in 
international basketball.

The 6-foot-6, 215-pound guard got 
a breakthrough opportunity with Air21 
Express within the Philippine Basketball 
Association, earning a role in the 2012 
PBA Governor’s Cup.

“I decided to go, and it was one of the 
best seasons that I’ve had. I led the league 
out there in scoring, averaging 38 points 
a game and 12 rebounds,” said Graham. 

By Kaitlin long
Staff Correspondent

See GRAHAM, Page 4B

Providence hires Williams as new AD
Providence Christian Acade-

my’s new athletic director, Brad 
Williams, began work at the 
Lilburn private school Monday.

Williams most recently served 
as the AD at Perimeter Christian 
School in Johns Creek. 

He also is the founder and a 
partner of Huddle Inc., a sports 
marketing company specializing 
in creating marketing programs 
that bring together national 
companies and schools across 
America. He is also the father 
of two Providence students, 
including a recent graduate, and 
a former member of the school’s 

board of directors.
His father, Jack Williams, 

founded the 
IDEALS Lead-
ership School 
that works on 
character-build-
ing with Gwin-
nett students 
yearly.

“Brad is an 
excellent fit to 
lead this department and our 
coaches,” Providence associ-
ate head of school Sean Chap-
man said. “He has a heart for 
students and our mission to 
develop young men and women 
who reflect Christ on and off the 

field. I’m excited about what his 
professional and personal lead-
ership will mean to our Storm 
athletics program.”

Providence competes in the 
Class A Private level of the 
Georgia High School Associa-
tion, producing success at the 
region/area and state levels in 
the past. The school is currently 
expanding its athletic facilities 
with the addition of the Lamar 
Lussi Athletic Complex, which 
is currently under construc-
tion. The 11-acre complex will 
provide new venues for football, 
soccer, softball, tennis and track 
and field.

“This is an amazing time to 

be part of what’s happening 
at Providence,” Williams said. 
“I’m looking forward to build-
ing on the years of growth and 
accomplishment that Storm 
athletics has already achieved. 
With the help of our remarkable 
coaching staff, we’ll expand the 
program even further and con-
tinue to raise up student athletes 
who compete skillfully and in a 
way that glorifies God.”

Williams inherits the Provi-
dence AD position from Mi-
chael Woods, whose tenure 
included the addition of football 
and an athletic rebranding that 
included a nickname change 
from Stars to Storm.

From StaFF reportS

Ridge RB
Staples 
chooses 
Louisville

The Louisville Cardinals 
picked up their second ver-
bal commitment from the 
Peachtree Ridge roster on 
Monday night.

Three-star running back 
Malik Staples joined defensive 
back Baylen Buchanan as part 
of Louisville’s 2016 recruit-
ing class. Mill Creek offensive 

lineman Rob-
bie Bell is also 
a Louisville 
commit.

Buchanan, 
Staples and 
2017 four-star 
Peachtree 

Ridge linebacker Breon Dixon 
are visiting the ACC school this 
week. Staples raved about the 
campus and said the facilities 
played a big part in his decision.

“It’s just so nice, it’s just top 
notch out here,” he said. “Then 
it was just a mixture, a combi-
nation of the coaches, they’re 
production, how they produce 
NFL prospects. They had 11 
people get drafted and that’s 
not even counting the free 
agents they had. The coaches 
know what they’re doing.”

The 5-foot-11, 211-pound 
Staples ran for 296 yards and 
five touchdowns last season for 
the Lions. He said the Louis-
ville coaches stressed the need 
for bigger running backs to him.

He chose the Cardinals 
over Oregon State, Colorado 
State, Boston College and 
Iowa among others. His com-
mitment put the Louisville 
coaches in a good mood, but it 
put Buchanan over the moon.

“He was jumping up and 
down,” Staples said of his team-
mate. “That’s just been some-
thing we’ve dreamed about 
since like fifth grade, fourth 
grade. We grew up together 
and just to see us now, we’re 
going to the same school, we’re 
dorming together and stuff like 
it, it’s going to be crazy.”

By paul thomaS
paul.thomas@gwinnettdailypost.com

North’s 
Brown 
transfers 
to Duke

Lexie Brown found a new 
school, one that will allow her 
to play college basketball in 
the ACC.

The former North Gwin-
nett star and rising junior is 
headed to Duke after spending 
the previous two seasons at 
the University of Maryland. 

Brown was 
the Terrapins’ 
second-lead-
ing scorer at 
13.0 points per 
game and led 
the team with 
4.5 assists and 
2.2 steals per 
game in help-

ing them to the Final Four.
She also earned first-team 

All-Big 10 honors, plus spots 
on the All-Big 10 Defensive 
team and Associated Press’ 
All-American third team. The 
5-foot-9 guard earned the 
nickname “Big Shot” Brown 
for her knack of making clutch 
shots over the last two seasons.

Brown was a longtime 
Maryland commit throughout 
her high school career and as-

From StaFF reportS

Jeff Silengo 
(16) came to 
the Gwinnett 
Gladiators as 
part of a late-
season trade 
with Florida 
last March. 

The deal also 
included a fu-
ture consider-
ation and was 

completed 
Monday with 

the Gladiators 
getting Alex 

Lavoie. (Pho-
to: Amanda 

Hertel)

Gladiators complete late-season trades

DULUTH — The re-
turns are in.

The future consider-
ations in a half dozen deals 
made by the Gwinnett 
Gladiators near last year’s 
trade deadline were com-
pleted Monday.

The team got five defen-
semen, including a major 
pickup in Matt Register, 
and three forwards in trans-
actions initiated in March.

Register, acquired along 
with forward Todd Fiddler 
from the Ontario Reign in 
exchange for Garry Nunn, 
was named to the All-ECHL 
first team for a second 
straight season in 2015. He 
also was the league’s Defen-
seman of the Year in 2014.

Register had 50 points 
and was a plus-17 in 60 

By ChriStine troyKe
christine.troyke@ 
gwinnettdailypost.com
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Gladiators’ season-end-
ing roster announced, 4B

GAC’s Devin 
Cochran 
commits to 
Vanderbilt 
football, 4B
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