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Shiloh’s Lewis wins 
Gregg Olson Award

Shiloh grad Kyle Lewis 
added another big honor 
for his breakout season this 
week.

The Mercer University 
sophomore was named a 
co-winner of the 2015 
Gregg Olson Award, which 
he shared with National 
Player of the Year Andrew 
Benintendi of Arkansas. The 
award, which is named in 
honor of former All-Ameri-
can and Major League Base-
ball All-Star closer Gregg 
Olson, is given to college 
baseball’s breakout player 
of the year who elevates 
his game to an elite level 
throughout the season.

Lewis burst onto the 
scene in his first campaign 
as a full-time starter, putting 
together one of the best indi-
vidual seasons at the plate in 
program history. The 2015 

Southern 
Conference 
Player of 
the Year 
fell just 
shy of the 
league’s 
triple 
crown 
in 2015, 

topping the conference in 
batting average (.367) and 
home runs (17) while finish-
ing fifth in RBIs (56).

He earned All-American 
honors from Louisville 
Slugger (Collegiate Base-
ball), the National Collegiate 
Baseball Writers Associa-
tion and Perfect Game while 
also garnering Rawlings/
ABCA All-Region recogni-
tion. Lewis, who also led the 
SoCon in slugging percent-
age and total bases, posted 
28 multiple-hit performanc-
es and 15 multiple-RBI 
efforts this past season.
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Curran, Greene teaming up for Snellville camp

Former University of 
Georgia players Rennie 
Curran and David Greene, 
both Gwinnett products, 
will host their first football 
camp together in Snellville 
later this month.

The location of the camp 
is where both men started 
their football careers in 

adoles-
cence — 
Curran in 
the Brook-
wood 
Football 
Asso-
ciation and 
Greene in 
the South 
Gwinnett Football Associa-
tion. Although these two 
organizations have had a 

long history of 
rivalry, Curran and Greene 
have accomplished great 

things in the football realm, 
and the rivalry has failed to 

play a role in the two merg-
ing to create a camp that 
serves both high schools.

The camp will be Sun-
day, July 19 from 2 to 6 
p.m.

“At the end of the day it 
doesn’t matter what high 
school, it’s the fact that 
we’re coming together 
for a good cause,” Curran 
said. “It’s more about what 
we have the chance to do 

for the young kids, giving 
them the tools to become 
successful. It’s always been 
a strong rivalry between 
Brookwood and South 
Gwinnett, so it’s cool to be 
able to come together.”

The purpose of the camp 
is to give back to the com-
munity that built their foot-
ball foundations, which 
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See CAMP, Page 4B

FOOTBALL CAMP
When: Sunday, July 19
When: 2-6 p.m.
Where: Briscoe Park, Snellville
Cost: $55
Details: Open to first 100 campers for 
players of all positions ages 6-16
Registration/Sponsorships: www.
everettsm.com, 864-350-1222

Trending up

Collins Hill’s Canyon Slade stretches for a ball during Saturday’s 7-on-7 football tournament at Central Gwinnett High School in Lawrenceville. 
(Staff Photo: David Welker)

Experience gives Eagles high hopes leading into fall

This offseason feels 
much more normal for the 
Collins Hill football team, 
especially after its previous 
one.

Before last season, 
the Eagles graduated 38 
seniors off a 2013 state 
quarterfinal team. Among 
those losses were every 

offensive starter and con-
tributor, as well as eight 
defensive starters. The lack 
of experience made for an 
interesting situation leading 
into the 2014 season.

That’s no longer a 
concern going into 2015 
for Collins Hill, which has 
eight returning starters on 
offense and seven returning 
starters on defense.

“We really didn’t lose 
that much,” Collins Hill 

head coach Kevin Reach 
said. “I guess (big de-
fensive lineman) Miles 
Fox will be the hardest to 
replace. But I feel pretty 
good about having some 
kids that have played a 
little bit more going into 
this year.”

The experienced group 
also hopes to take Collins 
Hill back to the postseason.

The Eagles finished 5-5 
last season, with losses 

to all four fellow Region 
7-AAAAAA powers, 
including three in a row 
to close the season against 
Mill Creek, Peachtree 
Ridge and Norcross (in 
overtime), and they failed 
to make the state playoffs 
for the first time in six 
seasons.

“If you look at it, if we 
beat North Gwinnett or 
beat Norcross, where we 
lost in overtime, if we win 

one of those two games, we 
make the playoffs,” Reach 
said. “Peachtree Ridge and 
Mill Creek just beat us 
(handily), but the other two 
losses in our region, we felt 
like we were right in the 
thick of things with them. 
As young as we were, I 
think we played well at 
times last season. But we 
played like young cats too, 

By Will HammocK
will.hammock@  
gwinnettdailypost.com
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North’s Wood, G-Braves’ Banuelos 
named International League All-Stars

North Gwinnett grad 
Blake Wood and the 

Gwinnett 
Braves’ 
Manny 
Banu-
elos were 
named to 
the Inter-
national 
League 
Roster for 

the Triple-A All-Star Game 
on Thursday.

The showcase will be 
July 15 at 8 p.m. and will be 
televised live on the MLB 
Network. It will be played 
at Werner Park, the home 
of the Omaha (Neb.) Storm 
Chasers.

Wood, 29, leads the IL 
with 20 saves this season 
and has a 3.31 ERA in 32 

appearances as the India-
napolis Indians’ closer. The 
right-hander has 38 strike-
outs and 12 walks in 32 
2/3 innings, while holding 
opponents to a .246 batting 
average.

It’s the first Class AAA 
all-star selection for Wood, 
a 2006 third-round draft 
pick of the Kansas City 

Royals out of Georgia Tech. 
Wood has made 115 major-
league appearances with 
the Cleveland Indians and 
the Royals in addition to his 
years in the minors.

Banuelos, 24, was a 
Class AA Eastern League 
All-Star selection in 2011 
with the Trenton in the New 
Yankees system, but this is 

his first AAA honor. The 
left-handed pitcher leads the 
G-Braves in wins in his first 
season with the team, sport-
ing a 6-2 record and a 2.29 
ERA, which ranks second 
in the IL among qualified 
pitchers.

He also ranks among the 
league leaders in shutouts, 
complete game, opponent 
batting average (.215), 
starts, strikeouts (69) and 
WHIP (1.22).

Banuelos, ranked as At-
lanta’s No. 11 prospect by 
MLB.com, was acquired by 
the Braves in a three-player 
trade with the Yankees.

Banuelos earned a no-
decsion over the Washing-
ton Nationals in his MLB 
debut Thursday night. He 
gave up no runs on two hits 
and no walks, while striking 
out seven batters in 5 2/3 in-
nings before cramps forced 
an early exit.

By Will HammocK
will.hammock@  
gwinnettdailypost.com

Blake Wood Manny Banuelos was named an International League 
all-star on Thursday. (Photo: Jim Lacey)


