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   LANIER   |   SENIOR   |   DEFENSIVE TACKLE   |   6-FOOT-4   |   322 POUNDS

SUPER SIX
NEXT GENERATION

AT THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL HALL OF FAME

SUPER SIX
Each of the Daily Post’s Super Six 
Football photos were taken in a shoot 
at the College Football Hall of Fame 
in Atlanta (www.cfbhall.com) — the 
photos and stories will run daily in 
the print edition through the Aug. 21 
season openers

MORE ONLINE
Visit www.gwinnettprepsports.com for:
• A video profile and interview with 
Derrick Brown

TWITTER
Follow the Daily Post and our football 
writers on Twitter:
• Daily Post Sports: @GDPsports
• Sports editor Will Hammock:  
@willhammock
• Staff writer David Friedlander:  
@DFried_GDP
• Staff writer Paul Thomas:  
@PaulLeeThomas
• Live football scores on Friday night:  
@GDPfootball

PRIZES
Enter our High School Football 
Pickem contest at www.gwinnettprep-
sports.com/contests — each week 
the winner will receive a GoPro Hero

ONLINE POLL
Which Corky Kell Classic game is the 
most interesting this year? Vote for 
your favorite at www.gwinnettpreps-
ports.com/polls

IN TODAY’S PAPER
The Daily Post’s annual high school 
football preview, a 56-page preseason 
look at Gwinnett football, is inserted 
into today’s print edition

DERRICK BROWN

Big and athletic, Brown is a dominant 
force on defense for rising Longhorns

Of all the high school 
redistricting losses suf-
fered by North Gwinnett 
when Lanier opened, the 
biggest may be Derrick 
Brown. Both literally and 
figuratively.

The athletic defensive 
lineman, all 6-foot-4, 322 
pounds of him, is bound 
for the Southeastern 
Conference in the near 
future. He is fresh off a 
dominant junior season 
at Lanier that sealed his 
spot as one of the nation’s 
most sought-after recruits 
in the Class of 2016.

Until Lanier opened in 
2010, Brown was a North 
Gwinnett Bulldog. He 
began playing youth foot-
ball for North as a 9-year-
old but transitioned in 
middle school when his 
home fell into the district 
for the Sugar Hill school.

“I was going into sev-
enth grade when I heard 
Lanier was coming,” 
Brown said.

Not long after that, 
Brown caught the eye 
of Korey Mobbs, then a 
Longhorns assistant and 
now the head coach.

“When he was a 
seventh-grader in a meet-
ing, I remember seeing 
him for the first time and 
thinking, ‘Who is that 
dude?’” Mobbs said. 

“Even then he was the 
biggest kid. As a coach, 
the biggest guys always 
catch your eye, and he 
was definitely that kid.”

Mobbs has watched 
Brown’s growth firsthand 
since those days. He tran-
sitioned from a big player 
with potential to a domi-
nant one. He changed 

from a Bulldog to a Long-
horn in a big way.

Brown is the most 
highly recruited football 
player in Lanier’s young 
history, so he’s the de 
facto face of the school 
and football program 
from a statewide and 

By Will Hammock
will.hammock@ 
gwinnettdailypost.com

See BROWN, Page 6B

Maya Moore enjoys another successful trip home

ATLANTA — Maya 
Moore’s hometown stop 
brought another memory 
Friday night.

The former Collins Hill 
star scored a season-high 
36 points and powered the 
Minnesota Lynx to an 84-82 
win over the Atlanta Dream. 
The 17th 30-point game of 
her career contributed to a 
second-half comeback by 
the Lynx, who improved 
to 18-5 on the season. She 
had 22 of her points in the 
second half as Minnesota 
scrapped back from a deficit 
that got to 16 points midway 
through the third quarter.

Trips to Atlanta are still 
special to Moore, giving her 
a chance to play in front of 
close friends and allowing 

her to reflect on how far 
she’s come since her days as 
a high-schooler.

“My journey, it’s been 
blessed,” Moore said. “It’s 
been hard, how much work 
it’s taken to achieve some of 
the things I’ve been a part 
of. It’s also been fun. It’s 
been an adventure just to 
travel the world and playing 
the game I love and having 
so many opportunities to 
experience and to meet and 
to play with different people. 
It’s been jam-packed with a 
lot of awesome opportuni-
ties.”

In high school, Moore 
was the nation’s top player 
and led Collins Hill to three 
straight state titles, yet she 
was known for her humility, 
rooted in her strong faith. 
Although she had dreams of 
becoming successful through 

her gift of basketball, noth-
ing could have prepared her 
for the accomplishments her 
future had to offer.

“Coming out of high 
school, I wanted to achieve 
everything that I could and 
be a part of great teams and 
just do the best that we could 
do each season,” Moore said. 
“I definitely did not imagine 
everything that has come out 
of it, everything that has hap-
pened, that I have been able 
to experience. I wouldn’t 
have anticipated it, but I feel 
like everything leading up to 
each stage, I was prepared 
beforehand.

“You know, high school 
prepared me for college, 
college prepared me for 
the pros and international 
ball, so I’m just grateful I 

By kaitlin long
Staff correspondent

Minnesota Lynx’s Maya Moore (23) drives to the basket against Atlanta Dream’s Angel 
McCoughtry (35) during the first half of Friday’s game at Philips Arena. (Photo: Kyle 
Hess)See MOORE, Page 6B


