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B.J. Puckett (84), a Dacula grad, goes for a basket over Marvin Spivey (118) during Monday’s Team Belief pro final at 
Suwanee Sports Academy. (Photo: Kyle Hess)

Belief

players with the same or 
exceeding levels of talent.

“We had a close game 
(before). We had a buzzer-
beater actually for the last 
game prior to this,” Evans 
said. “It was a pretty tough 
league.”

Winning the champion-
ship was not an easy task 
because of how competi-
tive the teams were within 
the league. However, the ti-
tle was nice and it allowed 
the players to polish their 
skills during the off-sea-
son. They practiced three 
days a week for the league 
alone and, as a result, they 
not only became better 
athletes, but also better 
friends.

“It was cool,” said Col-
lins Hill product and col-
lege prospect Darius Joell. 
“It was fun getting close to 
some new people and hav-
ing a little organization in 
the game instead of play-
ing pick-up every day.”

A complete team effort 
resulted in the win, accord-
ing to Collins Hill product 
Saah Nimley, who just 
finished up his fourth year 
at Charleston Southern 
and is preparing to play 
professional ball overseas. 
His team scored a total of 
105 points — Joell had 25 
points and both Shaw and 
Evans scored 23. The win 
sparked excitement for 
next summer in the Team 
Belief Summer League, 
and these Gwinnett natives 
fully intend on coming 
back to win the champion-
ship next year with the 

same group of guys.
Although the college 

league championship 
resulted in a big win, 
the professional league 
championship went down 
to the final seconds of the 
game. The winning team 
pulled out the win with a 
six-point difference after 
heated levels of competi-
tion throughout the game. 
Two of the leading scorers 
were Gwinnett products 
Puckett (16 points) and 
Zach Landis of Mill Creek 
(11 points).

“It feels good,” said 
Puckett, who plays pro 
basketball internation-
ally. “Any championship 

win feels good. Any time 
you win a championship, 
regardless of what league 
it is, it’s always a great 
accomplishment because 
it’s something you set out 
to do from Game 1, and 
you’re persistent with it 
night in and night out. 
That’s why we all com-
pete. Everybody put their 
team in here to win, and 
we won, so it feels great.”

Some of the team’s 
members have played 
together for as many as 
six years, while others 
have played together at 
least three years. They 
have grown accustomed to 
each other’s styles of play 

because of their experi-
ence with other summer 
leagues prior to the start of 
Team Belief. As a result, 
the championship win was 
a goal the team had set in 
place long before the start 
of the summer league.

“We pretty much ex-
pected to win — that was 
our expectation, to win a 
championship,” Collins 
Hill grad Antron Pippen 
said. “It doesn’t surprise 
us. That’s what we had 
worked to do.”

The solid group of guys 
has remained consistent 
throughout the years, and 
the ability to play as a team 
set them apart in the cham-
pionship. They played 
against a difficult team 
with former NBA player 
Jamario Moon as the star. 
However, teamwork and 
basketball IQ won the 
championship game.

“It feels great,” said Lan-
dis, a sophomore at Life 
University. “We’ve been 
working hard, and this is 
the offseason. This is just a 
testament to our hard work 
and dedication.”

The level of competi-
tion attracted several 
gifted players to play in 
the league, and that should 
bring the professional 
league team back to play 
again next year. Overall, 
the league experience was 
highly appreciated.

“It’s been good, solid 
from start to finish,” Puck-
ett said. “It’s competitive 
from start to finish. Every 
night, you’ve got to com-
pete from the first game to 
(the final).”
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Trevon Shaw (69), a Mill Creek grad, goes for a rebound 
during Monday’s Team Belief college final at Suwanee 
Sports Academy. (Photo: Kyle Hess)

Bears

games around and the 
record could easily have 
been 5-5.

The closer scores, 
particularly against Region 
7-AAAAAA’s upper ech-
elon, is a major reason for 
the optimism in 2015.

“It’s gone very, very 
well,” Bach, the Bears’ de-
fensive coordinator the past 
two seasons, said of the 
preseason work. “There’s a 
lot of excitement right now 
around here. I think the 
expectations have really 
been raised and the kids 
are certainly expecting to 
have a great year. I don’t 
think there’s any fear of the 
big teams in our league any 
more. … I think the confi-
dence level may be higher 
than in the past because we 
have such a strong senior 
class, they’re familiar with 
me now, it’s my third year 
here and they feel strongly 
about the things we’re 
doing. I feel energized and 
I think the kids are ready 
to go.”

Bach is known for his 
work with the Mountain 
View defense, but the 
team’s offense is the unit 
that will look different 

this season.
New offensive coordina-

tor Rob Kellogg, previous-
ly at Gilmer, will bring a 
very multiple attack to the 
Bears, while the group also 

will feature a new offen-
sive line coach in Duluth 
grad Andrew Higgins, who 
played line at Tulane.

“It’s really been pretty 
much an overhaul of the 
offensive staff,” Bach said. 
“We’re overturned and 
reworked things, and we 
brought in Rob Kellogg 
from Gilmer County as of-
fensive coordinator. He has 
a track record of success 
everywhere he’s been. He’s 
put up points everywhere. 
Once you get to learn his 
system, the way he does 
things, you see why. It’s a 
simple system with ton of 
variety, and it’s easy for the 
kids to understand. But it’s 
also tough to get a hold of 
as a defensive coordinator.”

The new offensive staff 
has some talent return-
ing, including four start-
ers on the offensive line 
— K’Maron Patterson, 
Cameron Rice, Drake 
Durden and Jared Gee. 
Playmaker Nick Harris is 
back at running back, as 
are quarterback Alex Scott 
and receivers Jalen Virgil, 
Andrew Pettit and Michael 
Sobczyk. Kaiden Smith, 
one of the top returnees in 
the secondary, also figures 
to play a more prominent 

role on offense this season.
“We won’t do nearly 

the amount of 7-on-7s as 
we have in the past (in 
the summer),” Bach said. 
“In all honesty, that’s 
not real football. You’re 
missing a whole aspect 
of the game, running and 
tackling. We’re going to 
upper-padded camps this 
year for the first time, and 
we think that’s going to 
help us install the offense. 
We’re going to take our 
time doing that to give the 
guys time to do that slowly 
and cohesively. We’ll kind 
of stay to ourselves a little 
bit this summer, put our 
stuff in and be ready to 
unleash it when the season 
kicks off.”

The Bears hope that 
revamped offense is part of 
a breakout season.

“Every week’s going 
to be a battle for sure,” 
Bach said. “I think we’re 
prepared for the fight. Our 
guys want to get into the 
fight. Our guys are anxious 
this year. I don’t think 
we’ll walk out there any 
week and say, ‘Uh-oh.’ 
We’ll walk out ready to get 
after it. It looks like a re-
ally special group of play-
ers and they’re excited.”
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SUMMER
GLANCE
Team: Mountain View 
Bears
Head coach: Nick Bach
2014 record: 3-7
Key returning play-
ers: RB Nick Harris, 
Sr.; QB Alex Scott, Sr.; 
WR Jalen Virgil, Sr.; OL/
DL K’Maron Patterson, 
Sr.; DB Kaiden Smith, 
Sr.; LB Austin Brown, 
Sr.; OL/DL Cameron 
Rice, Sr.; OL/DL Drake 
Durden, Sr.; OL/DL 
Jared Gee, Sr.; TE An-
drew Pettit, Sr.; WR/DB 
Michael Sobczyk, Jr.
2015 schedule:
Aug. 21 at South Forsyth
Aug. 28 Parkview
Sept. 4 at Kennesaw 
Mountain
Sept. 18 at Norcross
Sept. 25 Peachtree 
Ridge
Oct. 2 at Collins Hill
Oct. 9 Mill Creek
Oct. 23 Meadowcreek
Oct. 30 at Duluth
Nov. 6 North Gwinnett
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Titans, Mariota 
work out deal

Quarterback Marcus 
Mariota became the last 
2015 first-round draft pick 
to reach a contract agree-
ment, as the Tennessee 
Titans announced Tuesday 
that they made a deal with 
the reigning Heisman 
Trophy winner.

The move comes after 
negotiations stalled over 
Mariota’s refusal to 
accept so-called offset 
language in his contract. 
An offset clause gives 
the team a right to recoup 
guaranteed money if the 
player is released and 
signs with another team.

Terms of the deal 
weren’t announced, and it 
was unclear whether the 
contract includes offset 
language.

Mariota was the No. 2 
overall pick in the draft 
after completing a stellar 
career with the University 
of Oregon. 

Media projections put 
the expectation for his 
contract in the range of 
$21 million over four 
years.

Vikings, Peterson  
restructure contract
The Minnesota Vikings 

announced they have 
agreed to restructure the 
final three years of run-
ning back Adrian Peter-
son’s contract. While de-
tails of the new deal were 
not disclosed by the team, 
Peterson will receive 
more guaranteed money 
during the final two years 
of the contract, according 
to multiple reports.

Peterson, who missed 
the final 15 games last 
season for abusing his son, 
wanted to restructure the 
seven-year, $100 million 

contract he signed in 2011 
after it became clear ear-
lier this offseason that the 
Vikings would not grant 
his request to be traded.

The 30-year-old was 
due to earn $12.75 million 
in base salary this season 
along with the final $2.4 
million of the signing 
bonus he received as part 
of his 2011 contract. 

He was scheduled to 
earn $14.75 million in 
2016 and $16.75 in 2017 
in base salary, along with 
a $250,000 workout bo-
nus each year, but Peter-
son was seeking more in 
guaranteed money.

Goodell: ‘No timeline’ 
on Brady decision

Twelve days after com-
missioner Roger Goodell 
said a decision in the 
appeal of New England 
Patriots quarterback 
Tom Brady’s four-game 
suspension was coming 
soon, he said there is no 
timeline for a ruling.

Speaking at a fund-
raiser in Pennsylvania on 
Tuesday, Goodell said 
“We will make a decision 
as quickly as possible.”

Goodell said the league 
is being very thorough to 
consider all aspects of the 
appeal.

Goodell previously told 
CNBC last week from a 
tech conference in Sun 
Valley, Idaho, where Pa-
triots owner Robert Kraft 
was also present, a deci-
sion “was coming soon.”

“There is no timeline,” 
Goodell said Tuesday. 
“We want to make sure 
we have a fair and open 
process.”

Brady appealed a four-
game suspension on June 
23 at NFL headquarters in 
New York.
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 NASCAR

Reddick, Bell get 
back to dirt roots

NASCAR races take 
place on asphalt or 
concrete ovals with the 
occasional road course 
mixed in.

This week, however, 
the NASCAR Camp-
ing World Truck Series 
will compete on dirt in 
tonight’s 1-800-CAR-
CASH Mud Summer 
Classic at Eldora Speed-
way (9 p.m., FOX Sports 
1). The 75-mile race at 
the half-mile clay oval 
in Rossburg, Ohio, is the 
only dirt track race across 
NASCAR’s three national 
series.

Two of the sport’s top 
prospects, Christopher 
Bell, 20, and Tyler Red-
dick, 19, hold a distinct 
advantage over the field. 
Both grew up racing 
sprint cars on dirt before 
transitioning to stock cars 
recently.

“I have to say that I am 
pumped to run the truck 
race at Eldora,” said Bell, 
who logged 24 feature 
wins on dirt last season 
in non-NASCAR action. 
“I’ve never even gotten 
to run a stock car on dirt 
so it will be interesting 
to see how well it trans-
lates from sprint cars and 
midgets to the truck on 
dirt.”

Bell made his NASCAR 
Camping World Truck 
Series debut last month, 
posting a fifth-place finish 
in his debut at Iowa. He 
struggled in the last race at 
Kentucky, finishing 17th, 
but growing pains are 
typical for young drivers 
at 1.5-mile tracks.

The No. 54 Kyle Busch 
Motorsports driver com-
peted at Eldora last week-
end in the Kings Royal, 
placing third in one sprint 

race and 17th in another.
Bell believes his Eldora 

experience will come in 
handy on Wednesday.

“I think it definitely 
gives me an advantage,” 
he said. “The track record 
at Eldora in a sprint car is 
about 12.7 seconds, so to 
be running around there 
in sub 13-second laps and 
then go there in a truck 
where the quick time was 
a 19.9 last year, it’s much 
slower than the sprint cars 
ran. I think having run 
that fast there in a sprint 
car will definitely trans-
late to running the truck 
there because it will slow 
everything down.”

Reddick caught on 
to NASCAR quickly. 
In 2012, he became the 
youngest driver to win 
a NASCAR K&N Pro 
Series race when he took 
the checkered flag in his 
debut at Rockingham. 
He nearly won the Truck 
Series Sunoco Rookie 
of the Year Award while 
running a partial schedule 
last season. Ten races into 
the 2015 campaign, he 
ranks second in the points 
standings with two wins 
and eight top 10s.

On dirt, the No. 29 
Brad Keselowski Rac-
ing driver is the youngest 
driver to start the World 
100 at Eldora. He began 
the race from the pole 
at 16 years old. He is 
also the youngest com-
petitor to start a World of 
Outlaws feature event (12 
years old). Reddick fin-
ished 11th in last season’s 
Mud Summer Classic.

“I’ve really wanted to 
win a race at Eldora for 
a long time, more than 
any other track,” Reddick 
said. “And if that hap-
pens Wednesday night, it 
would be really special.”
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