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Hammock

Taking 
the pro 
money 
makes 
sense

It’s hard to blame 
youngsters like Nick Nei-
dert and Jahmai Jones for 
bypassing college.

The Seattle Mariners 
dished out a $1.2 mil-
lion bonus, over the 
$1,025,900 slot bonus 
for the 60th overall draft 
pick, to Neidert, a 2015 
Peachtree Ridge grad. It 
was quite an incentive 
to turn down his base-
ball scholarship to South 
Carolina.

The Los Angeles Angels 
of Anaheim gave Jones, 
a 2015 Wesleyan grad, a 
nice $1.1 million signing 
bonus after selecting him 
70th overall in this year’s 
draft. The speedy outfield-
er would have done great 
things at North Carolina, 
but instead he’ll be work-
ing his way toward the 
majors with a nice chunk 
of money in the bank.

Another local player 
fresh out of high school, 
South Gwinnett’s Chad 
Smith, also signed. He 
got right on slot money, 
$395,300, from the Texas 
Rangers, who chose him 
in the fifth round this year 
(138th overall).

For me, it’s an easy 
decision to take the large 
signing bonus. College 
will always be there when 
baseball is finished, but 
the pro baseball money 
may not be. It’s too risky 
to bypass that kind of 
money for college base-
ball, when an untimely 
injury could cost someone 
millions.

The high school gradu-
ates going straight to 
the pros phenomenon is 
nothing new nationwide, 
but the trend didn’t affect 
Gwinnett very heav-
ily until recently. The 
Atlanta Braves locked 
up Parkview’s Jeff Fran-
coeur (with a $2.2 million 
bonus) and Duluth’s Brian 
McCann (with a $750,000 
bonus) after the 2002 
draft, but even that was an 
anomaly for several more 
years.

For years, Gwinnett’s 
highest draft picks were 
generally selections out of 
college, like Brookwood’s 
Jason Bulger (2001 first 
round), Parkview’s Jeff 
Keppinger (2001 fourth 
round), North Gwinnett’s 
Blake Wood (2006 sixth 
round), South Gwinnett’s 
Joey Side (2006 sixth 
round), Parkview’s Tim 
Gustafson (2006 ninth 
round), North Gwinnett’s 
Charlie Blackmond (2008 
second round) and Dac-
ula’s Shannon Wilkerson 
(2009 eighth round).

Over the past four years, 
Gwinnett’s top picks 
have been high-schoolers, 
starting with North’s 
Chris Hawkins (2010 
third round) and pro-
ceeding to back-to-back 
first-rounders Lucas Sims 
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An open door

Providence Christian’s Duncan Gotfredson poses for a portrait at Providence Christian Academy in Lilburn. Gotfredson earned a scholarship 
at Presbyterian College after running his first season of cross country as a senior. (Staff Photos: David Welker)

One season nets Gotfredson a scholarship
Duncan Gotfredson 

got the ultimate reward 
from his short time in 
competitive running.

The 2015 Providence 
Christian graduate 
earned a scholarship 
with Presbyterian Col-
lege (S.C.) after running 
cross country for only 
one year.

His friends heavily 
influenced Gotfredson’s 
decision to run. Although 
he had primarily focused 
on basketball for the 
majority of his athletic 
career, he decided at the 
end of his junior year to 
take on cross country as 
a senior.

“I finally decided that 
I didn’t want to try and 
pursue anything in col-
lege on the next level for 
basketball,” Gotfredson 
said. “I decided because 
of that, I wanted some-

thing to do. I thought 
(cross country) would be 
a fun time.”

With the support of 
his friends and family, 
Gotfredson tried a sport 

that was completely 
unfamiliar to him. The 
first few practices were 
tough, and it took Got-
fredson time to get into 
the swing of things. 

However, his basket-
ball experience helped 
him throughout his first 
season of cross country.

“Basketball was very 
vital for me in cross 
country,” Gotfredson 
said. “It helped me so 
much because I worked 
so hard at it, and I had 
so many coaches that 
had taught me how to 
work hard and to keep 
going and never give up. 
I pushed myself harder 
than I’ve ever been 
pushed, or farther than I 
thought I could go. That 
just ended up translating 
onto cross country and 
really helped me contin-
ue to grow as a runner.”

Gotfredson ran seven 
days a week between 
weekly practices, Sat-

urday meets and his 
routine cool down run on 
Sundays. 

His practice settings 
ranged from the Provi-
dence Christian Acad-
emy campus to the city 
of Lilburn.

Although the time 
commitment was strenu-
ous, cross country 
became an enjoyable ex-
perience for Gotfredson.

“I really enjoyed the 
family aspect of the 
team. Everyone was in 
it together,” Gotfred-
son said. “We were all 
pulling for each other. 
We wanted each other 
to succeed more than 
any other sports team or 
group I’ve ever been in, 
and that was just amaz-
ing to me.”

The ability of the 
Providence boys cross 
country team to grow as 
one unit led the Storm to 
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Loaded GSA U18 girls take aim at national title

The Gwinnett Soccer 
Association U18 girls’ 
team, comprised entirely  
of athletes bound for Di-
vision I colleges, is ready 
to take on nationals with 
full force.

The team traveled 
to Seattle last year to 
compete in the national 
championship and ad-
vanced through to get 
to Richmond, where the 
girls finished sixth out of 
the eight teams in the na-
tion. This year, two-a-day 
practices, hard work and 
training have given the 
team hopes of winning it 
all.

“We’re trying to win a 
national championship,” 
Collins Hill product and 
UNC-Greensboro com-
mit Dena Cisic said. “We 
plan to go out and win, 
hopefully beat teams that 
we’ve struggled with in 
the past, compete and 

come out with a national 
title.”

The majority of this 
group has played together 
from an early age. The 
girls are familiar with 
each other’s style of play 
and have established 
solid chemistry as a team 
throughout the years.

“Me, Ella Stevens, 
Emma Carlson, Brittney 
Bennett (a Grayson 
graduate and Florida 
commit) — we’ve played 
together since we were 
5 years old,” St. Pius 
graduate and Elon commit 
Lauren McKeever said. 
“We’ve been on the same 
team every single year, 
so I think we know each 
other better than we know 
any other players. It really 
helps with our chemistry 
on the field.”

The entire team has 
not played together for 
as long as that group, but 
the variety of coaches all 
of the girls played for has 
added to the overall talent 

of the team. The opportu-
nity to combine learning 
styles and understanding 
of the game has shaped 
them into proficient ath-
letes.

“We’ve had different 
coaches since we were 
8 years old, so having 
that transition of dif-
ferent styles has helped 
us evolve into totally 
well rounded players 
because every coach 
brought something new 
for us to learn, especially 
Campbell (Chapman),” 
said Stevens, a Grayson 
student and Duke commit. 
“Having him as our last 
coach was great because 
he has so many connec-
tions with college coaches 
and that really helped us 
find where we need to go 
and want to go and play.”

Chapman, who has had 
years of professional soc-
cer and coaching experi-
ence, had the opportunity 
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Providence Christian’s Duncan Gotfredson competes 
in the Class A-Private 800 meter run of the GHSA state 
finals at Jefferson Memorial Stadium. 

Collins Hill’s Dena Cisic (8) is a member of the Gwinnett 
Soccer Association U18 girls’ team comprised of future 
Divsion I soccer players. (Staff Photo: David Welker)
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